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Cortez Vision 
 
Cortez High School believes in 
Lifelong Learning 
Academic Excellence 
Strength of Character 
Service for Others 

Cortezôs first priority is our stu-
dents, which is why our vision 
focuses on what is needed to 
help them thrive not only in high 
school but also in their future. 

 6th out of 369 Arizona high 
schools in academic growth.  
 
How did we achieve this? 

If any student is struggling with 
one or more classes after re-
ceiving standard and research-
based lessons given by highly 
qualified Cortez teachers, we 
have academic interventions 
with dedicated staff and peer 
tutors to help our students to 
succeed. 
 
Academic Interventions 

§ 8th hour 
§ Academic Counseling  
§ Educational Opportunity  
      Program (EOP) 
§ Learning Center 
§ Link Crew 
§ Social Worker Support 
§ Team (Sport) Study Hall 
§ Tutoring 

Voluntary or Mandatory? 
Students who are failing a class 
must go to 8th hour and stu-
dents missing any assignment, 
quiz or test must go to Educa-
tional Opportunity Program 
(EOP). However, all students 
can and are encouraged to take 
advantage of the extra support. 
In fact, itôs our A and B students 
who often visit their teachers 
during these designated hours 
to ask questions, retake a test 
for a better grade, or seek guid-
ance to improve their grades.  
 

ñI use 8th hour to get help 
with my math or to get ahead 
of my work. é Sometimes, I 
donôt understand the trig for-
mulas.ò 

-Yvette, AP Calculus student 

ñLOREM DOLOR SIT  

 
Link Crew 
gives an as-
sembly to 
help motive 
Freshmen to 
complete as-
signments. 
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Find out who 
won Rotary 
Student of 
the Month for 
September 
and October. 
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Mr. Threadgill 
talks about 
homework, 
ParentVue, 
and testing. 
 
 
 
P3 

 
Make sure to 
write these  
important 
dates in your  
calendar. 
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A proud member of the Glendale Union High School District 
8828 N 31st Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85051  

Public Notification of Nondiscrimination 
Annual Public Notification of Nondiscrimination Glendale Union High 
School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, age or disability in admission to its programs, services or 
activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect of 
their operations. GUHSD provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other 
designated youth groups. GUHSD Career & Technical Education Depart-
ment does not discriminate in enrollment or access to any of the programs 
available, such as business, applied technology, FACS, nursing, and fire 
science. The lack of English language skills shall not be a barrier to 
admission or participation in the districtôs activities and programs. GUHSD 
does not discriminate in its hiring or employment practices. This notice is 
provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990. Questions, complaints or requests for additional 
information regarding these laws may be forwarded to the designated 
compliance coordinator(s), call 623-435-6006 or 623-435-6067, 7650 N. 43 
Ave., Glendale, AZ 85301 
 
Notificaci·n P¼blica Anual de No Discriminaci·n: 
El Glendale Union High School District (GUHSD) no discrimina en base a 
raza, color, nacionalidad, g®nero, edad, o discapacidad de admisi·n a sus 
programas, servicios, o actividades, en acceso a ellas, en el tratamiento a 
individuos, o en ning¼n aspecto de sus operaciones.  GUHSD provee el 
acceso igual a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos designados para los j·venes. El 
departamento de Educaci·n T®cnica y de Carreras de GUHSD no discrimina 
en su matriculaci·n ni en el acceso a cualquier de sus programas disponibles, 
como negocios, la tecnolog²a aplicada, FACS, enfermer²a, y formaci·n para 
bomberos. La falta de habilidades con el ingl®s no ser§ una barrera a la 
admisi·n ni la participaci·n en las actividades del distrito y sus programas. 
GUHSD tampoco discrimina en sus contratos o pr§cticas de empleados. Esta 
noticia es provista y requerida por el T²tulo VI del Acto de Derechos Civiles 
de 1964, Secci·n 504 del Acto de Rehabilitaci·n de 1973, T²tulo IX de la 
Enmienda Educativa de 1972, en el Acto de Era de Discriminaci·n de 1975, 
y el Acto de los Estadounidenses con Habilidades Diferenciadas de 1990.  
Ud. puede comunicarse con el coordinador de cumplimiento sobre preguntas, 
quejas, o para m§s informaci·n con respecto a estas leyes. Director de https://cortez.guhsdaz.org/     CREATION 623-915-8200 

Our attention to Academic Ex-
cellence has placed Cortez 
High School 18th out of 369 
high schools in the state of 
Arizona. Although we are 
proud of our ranking, we are 
even more proud that we are  

Sendy Jose-Vasquez and Nyanweir 
Euei work on English skills. National 
Honor Society members tutor students 
who are learning English with the guid-
ance and materials provided by Mr. 
Laing. 

January 9 Tuesday  School starts back after Winter Break 

January 15 Monday  No School Martin Luther King Holiday 

January 16
-23 

Tuesday ï 
Tuesday 

7:30AM-3:30PM 
and during Future Freshman 
Night 

Book Fair in  
Media Center 

January 18 Thursday 6:30PM Future Freshman Night 

February 
19 

Monday  No School Presidentôs Day 

March 19-
23 

Monday ï 
Friday 

 No School Spring Break 

April 3 Tuesday 
8AM-12PM 
No classes after testing 

AzMERIT Writing (Freshmen & Sophomore) 
ACT Test (Juniors) 
English 7-8 PBA (Seniors) 

April 4 Wednesday 
8AM-12PM 
No classes after testing 

Transition activity (Freshmen) 
AIMS SCIENCE (Sophomore) 
AzMERIT Writing (Junior) 
English 7-8 PBA (Senior) 

TBD  8AM-12PM AzMERIT Reading and Math 

May 17-18 
Thursday - 
Friday 

Thursday ï Full day for everyone 
Friday ï Full day for all except 
½ day for Seniors (8AM-12PM) 

Senior Finals 

May 18 Friday 6:30 pm Honors and Awards Night 

May 22 Tuesday 8PM 
Graduation at Grand Canyon University  
Arena 

May 22-23 
Tuesday ï 
Wednesday 

8AM-12PM Finals (Freshmen, Sophomore, Junior) 



LINK CREW 

All teachers are available at 8:15 AM on late start 
Wednesdays for Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) 
and after school until 3:30 PM for 8th hour. Please, con-
tact your childôs teacher(s) if you feel s/he would benefit 
from 8th hour or EOP. 
 

Learning Center 
The Learning Center is a great resource students can use 
to improve their grades. It is open every morning at 7 AM 
and after school Monday ï Thursday until 4 PM. During 
these times, students can seek assistance from one of 
the paraprofessionals who run the center, seek tutoring 
from one of the National Honor Society volunteers or 
simply use it as a quiet place to do their homework. What 
can be better than getting help? Snacks! Snacks are 
provided after school. Students will need a pass if they 
come to the afternoon session after 2:45 PM and the 
Learning Center will provide bus passes for the late bus. 

Hello Cortez Colts! My name is Ste-
ve Threadgill and I am the Assistant 
Principal for Student Services.  
This is my fourth year here at 
Cortez and I am excited to 
continue to work with a won-
derful student population as 
well as a fantastic faculty.  This 
year is off to a great start as 
students are experiencing suc-
cess as they move through first 
semester and prepare for se-
mester finals.  As parent/
guardians of students at Cor-
tez, I encourage you to be in-
volved in your childôs academic life. 
As high school students, there is 
rarely a day that goes by where 
homework is not assigned. Even 
when homework is not directly as-
signed or finished at school, there is 
always an opportunity to study for 
the next upcoming exam.  
 
As parents, we want you to have  

We are very fortunate to have 
social worker, Tish Jefferson, 
on campus. Our students 
could not grow academically 
if their social, emotional and 
behavioral needs are not met.  
 

Mrs. Jeffersonôs office is lo-
cated in the counseling office. 
If you feel your child may 
have some issues that could 
be affecting his/her learning, 
feel free to contact her or 
have your child stop by to set 
up an appointment.  
 

Phone: 623-915-8230 

tish.jefferson@guhsdaz.org 

 

Mrs. Jefferson is also our Link 
Crew Coordinator, facilitating 
and organizing all the Link 
Crew events with 40 Link 
Crew members for over 300 
students. 

access to a ParentVUE account that 
will allow you to have access to your 

childôs grades and assign-
ment status. This is a helpful 
tool when encouraging your 
child to do their best in 
school. If you have not 
signed up for a ParentVUE 
account, please contact Di-
ane Hayton at 602-915-8217 
and she will provide you with 
access code information to 
aide you in the set up pro-
cess. If access to a comput-
er/internet is hindering your 

ability to sign up for ParentVUE, 
please stop by our front office and we 
can assist you in the process in our 
counseling office.  
 
As we continue into second semes-
ter, we will begin our testing from 
both a state and national level. Stu-
dents will take the state AzMERIT 
exams in April and our Junior class 

Cortezô focus on Academic Excel-
lence begins with freshmen from 
day one. On the first day of school, 
students are grouped with upper-
classmen Link Crew members to 
show them the ropes of high 
school. These leaders continue to 
meet up with their freshmen 
throughout the year making sure 
they are aware of all the academic 
resources available to them. 

SOCIAL WORKER 
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Does your child need  
tutoring?  
National Honor Society 
(NHS) provides tutoring in 
all subjects. Sometimes stu-
dents are reluctant to ask 
for help, especially, if it 
means staying after school. 
If you would like your child 
to receive tutoring, you can 
contact an NHS sponsors 
623-915-8200. 
 

Mr. Becktold 
Andrew.Becktold@guhsdaz.org 
Mrs. Griepp 

Kathryn.Griepp@guhsdaz.org. 
Mrs. Rogers 

Jennifer.Rogers@guhsdaz.org 

The student of the month is 
selected based on academic 
standing and leadership by 
the Honors and Awards Com-
mittee.  

Focus Friday 
The Learning Center is not open on Fridays to make 
room for math teachers, instructional assistants, tutors 
(National Honor Society, Math Club members and Honor 
Math students), and students who are not passing their 
math classes. The students are divided into the subject 
area ð Algebra 1, Geometry, or Algebra 2. One math 
teacher runs each section instructing students and man-
aging tutors.  
 
Focus Friday began last year and proved to be highly ef-
fective by reducing the failure rate in those math classes. 
Now, other schools have taken our successful model for 
their students ð Thriving Thursday at Sunnyslope, Math 
Mondays at Apollo, etc. It took a lot of teamwork to get 
this program started and it takes continued hard work and 
collaboration to keep it running for a second year. Thank 
you to the Math Department, Title I, Administration, Stu-
dent Services, and the Cafeteria. Did we mention there 
are snacks?  

Research shows that, typically, stu-
dentsô grades will drop when they 
transition from middle school to high 
school, and it is not because the work 
is harder. Freshmen tend to miss 
more school, do not study for tests, 
and generally do not work as hard as 
they did in middle school 
(Rosenkranz). Cortez chose to be one 
of the 3,540 schools to implement the 
Link Crew Program because itôs prov-
en to raise test scores and graduation 
rates (Link). 
 

The November Link Crew activity was 
an assembly called, ñAmbition 
Wednesday.ò Freshman were served 
cocoa and pastries and listened to in-
spirational speeches to encourage 
students to raise their grades.  
 
 

ñLink Crew.ò The Boomerang Project, 2011. 

 

Rosenkranz, Todd, et al. ñFree to Fail or On- 
     Track to College.ò UChicago Consortium  
     on School Research, April 2014. 
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Ethan Stein also is in the 
top 2% of his class and is 
involved in NHS, Golf, Bas-
ketball and Baseball.  

 

Congratulations Diane and 
Ethan!  We are proud of 
you!  

Taiz Lozano gives a pep talk to Freshmen 
on completing their assignments. 

Ulises Cruz Castro, Christian Gorby, Jesse Herrera and Tatum Groff are all 
working on math. One of these tutors is an NHS student; the other is a friend. 
Students know they can go to the Learning Center for help from friends, tutors 
or staff. 

will be given the opportunity 
in April to take the ACT 
(college entrance exam) free 
of charge. 
 
We look forward to continued 
success and a partnership 
between home and school as 
the year progresses.       

Diane Solorio is in the top 2% 
of her class and is involved in 
Student Council, NHS, Aca-
demic Decathlon and Volley-
ball.  
 

CHS ROTARY  

STUDENTS OF 

THE MONTH 
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